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When the going gets tough,
the tough get going . . .

At times of crisis, the bulldog spirit shown by
the majority of Brits never fails to astound.

Although, as volunteers, we are denied from
providing our support and advice to associates
and newcomers whilst keeping social - or,
more accurately, anti-social distancing, our
code of conduct, IPSGA will prevail in our
professional and personal lives:

= |nitiatives abound, offering to

= Protect our Health and

= Safety - but it's safest when you follow
= Government guidelines -

= All the time, every time . . .

So, if you know of an idea that has helped
others cope better with these challenges, email
Stella (group-contact@advanced-
drivers.org.uk) and we’ll award brownie points
to the most ingenious, practical or just crazy.

Meanwhile, look after each other, safely . . .
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The new year started very promisingly with two
highly successful Driver Refresher Days which
resulted in a large number of participants
signing up for the Advanced Course and | want
to thank all those committee members,
observers and helpers whose combined efforts
produced such outstanding results.

Of course, since then coronavirus has
overshadowed our lives and on 16th March,
we took the decision to suspend all our
activities with immediate effect and until the
Government advise that it is safe to
recommence. We are also very aware of the
importance of regular communications to
prevent feelings of isolation and to emphasise
that we are “raring to go” with our activities,
once it is safe to do so. Our observers are
keeping in touch by telephone with their
associates. We have established a roster to
ensure all our observers and committee
members are telephoned at least once a week
and we will be producing a monthly online
eNewsletter for all members who use email.

One cannot forecast how matters will develop
over the coming weeks nor what further
restrictions will be introduced but it is vitally
important that everyone should comply with
Government advice and regulations.

Keep safe and stay well. Adrian
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“Only a fool breaks
the 2 metre rule”

Government Guidelines [ErEcl{o)\ AY] 4

STAY AT ' save

HOMEX lives

Regrettably, a minority of people flaunt official
advice; worse still, some quote social media,
which cannot be verified as safe. So if you are
asked for advice, the key points include:

Stay at home - no unnecessary
journeys or social contact

Wash your Use a tissue
hands for coughs

Avoid touching
your face

Only leave home for essential
shopping, medical needs and
exercise once a day



Safer driving in spring

What's your first thought? Spring sunshine?
March, in like a lamb out like a lion? April
Showers?

The extraordinary weather at the beginning of
the year, makes me doubt whether we can
expect the former traditional weather patterns,
so trying to predict what we will face is not
easy. What we can say is expect the
unexpected and get the weather forecast
before you travel, especially if you are making
a long journey.

if you have driven through deep water in the
last few weeks, check whether water has
entered your lamp clusters. A tell-tale sign will
be condensation inside the lens. If left, this
could lead to corrosion and lamp failure. A no-
expense and often effective way is to park your
car so that the heat of the sun does the job.
However, the fact that water got in in the first
place, could indicate that the watertight seal on
the lamps is defective.

Living and driving in a rural area, | try to keep
an eye on what the farmers are doing. | can
then judge what kind of agricultural equipment
I might meet in the lanes. However, the farming
calendar has been dealt a severe blow by the
extreme weather. What we can expect is that
full advantage will be taken of any dry days —
and nights, to try to catch up.

Cutting hedges is not allowed between 1st
March and 31st August, to allow for birds
nesting so, unless there is a safety issue, we
won't have that to contend with.

I'm afraid our biggest concern will be the poor
condition of our roads. In many cases flood
waters have loosened roads from beneath —
seeing water bubbling up through the tarmac
is a precursor to major collapse over the
coming months.

We are also conscious of the damage done to
the verges by tractors. Unfortunately, this
wearing away is permanent, exposing the
edge of any constructed carriageway to the
mercy of other vehicles, increasing further its
wear and tear.

When we are trying to stay close to the left on
a right-hand bend, we need to be careful not
to drive on what might be unstable ground.

On a more positive note, Spring is a good time
to consider a thorough ‘spring clean’ of your
car — especially the exterior. It will be a couple
of hours well spent.

We all know how important it is to keep the
glass clean, but giving the bodywork a deep
clean, polish, followed by waxing, will help to
maintain what is a very expensive investment.

What products you use is a matter of personal
choice — mine happens to be Autoglym. Try
and stay away from auto car washes, since
they can be aggressive on the paintwork,
leaving fine scratches and swirls — and there
is satisfaction in doing a good job yourself.

David

p.s. Since Covid 19 is now limiting our driving,
we don’t need to use both cars, so | have put
my car under a soft cover to keep the dust off!

Stay well; stay safe. David.



